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Pediatric Sepsis National Estimates
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surveillance relies on administrative codes with limited and variable accuracy.
OBJECTIVE To estimate US national incidence, mortality, and trends of sepsis in nonneonatal ye a r
children using a Pediatric Sepsis Event (PSE) definition adapted from the 2024 Phoenix

criteria for scalable electronic health record (EHR)-based surveillance using routinely
captured clinical data.




Hospital Sepsis Program Core Elements

* Provide framework for optimizing and
monitoring hospital sepsis programs
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Hospital Sepsis Program Core Elements (continued)

Hospital Leadership Commitment

Dedicating the necessary human, financial, and Tracking
information technology resources. Measuring sepsis epidemiology, management, and
outcomes to assess the impact of sepsis initiatives and

Accountability progress toward program goals.

Appointing a leader or co-leaders responsible for

program goals and outcomes. Reporting

Providing information on sepsis management and

outcomes to relevant partners.
Multi-Professional Expertise

Engaging key partners throughout the hospital and Education

healthcar tem. - : . ,
SRRl Providing sepsis education to healthcare professionals,

patients, and family/caregivers.

Action

Implementing structures and processes to improve the
identification of, management of, and recovery from sepsis.




2025 NHSN Annual Survey: What’s New?

* National Sepsis Core Elements uptake is measured
through CDC’s National Healthcare Safety Network (NHSN) Patient Safety
Component Annual Hospital Survey.

* This year’s survey was analyzed thematically by 28 Sepsis
Program Priorities, which make up the Hospital Sepsis
Program Core Elements Score.

* Sepsis coordinators can check with their NHSN Facility Administrator to
access their hospital’s score.



https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/datastat/psc-survey-reports.html
https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/datastat/psc-survey-reports.html
https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/datastat/psc-survey-reports.html
https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/datastat/psc-survey-reports.html
https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/datastat/psc-survey-reports.html
https://www.cdc.gov/sepsis/hcp/core-elements/reports-2025.html#cdc_generic_section_8-table-percent-of-national-healthcare-safety-network-hospitals-reporting-uptake-of-sepsis-program-priorities-2024-2025
https://www.cdc.gov/sepsis/hcp/core-elements/reports-2025.html#cdc_generic_section_8-table-percent-of-national-healthcare-safety-network-hospitals-reporting-uptake-of-sepsis-program-priorities-2024-2025
https://www.cdc.gov/sepsis/hcp/core-elements/reports-2025.html#cdc_generic_section_8-table-percent-of-national-healthcare-safety-network-hospitals-reporting-uptake-of-sepsis-program-priorities-2024-2025
https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/sepsis/Core-Elements-Guidance.pdf

2025 NHSN Survey Results: Progress & Opportunities

Opportunities to Further Strengthen

.
When people get sepsis, sePSIS Programs’ 2025
1in 5 adults & 1in 10 children
die or go to hospice

in the U.S. Percent of hospitals that report having:

U.S. hospitals are using i s 5 -
CDC'’s Sepsis Core Elements [/
to improve patient outcomes.* 36% 36% | {. 32% j ].\ 31% |
Across U.S. hospitals, there were \ '\‘\f_f':-;-f-rr_-;‘vf, £ /
improvements in all 28 Sepsis = '”'
Program Priorities, most notably in: A dedicated Support from  Data analytics Internal data
- Antimicrobial delivery processes sepsis anurseand and IT support  reporting &
. Sepsis tool optimization coordinator physician reviews
- Patient education leader

*2025 survey of ®

Sl EDDS Find resources on how to optimize sepsis programs:

ooool - cde.gov/sepsis




Hospital Sepsis Committees Increasingly Common

Percentage of Hospitals with Sepsis Committee
NHSN PS Annual Survey
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Overall Gains

* Increased uptake of 24 of 28 Sepsis
Program Priorities from 2024 to 2025

Sepsis Program 2024 Uptake 2025 Uptake Absolute % difference
Priority % (n=5,337)% % (n=

Leadership 1 48

Leadership 2 71 72
Leadership 3 61 62
Leadership 4 57 59
Leadership 5 73 75
Accountability 1 80 82
Accountability 2 75 77
Accountability 3 65 67
Accountability 4 58 60
Accountability 5 33 36
Expertise 1 33 36
Expertise 2 63 65
Expertise 3 64 65
Expertise 4 29 32
Action 1 93 93
Action 2 73 75
Action 3 87 87
Action 4 72 76
Action 5 58 60
Tracking 1 51 54
Tracking 2 79 79
Tracking 3 73 74
Tracking 4 38 42
Tracking 5 69 70
Reporting 1 28 31
Education 1 39 42
Education 2 65 65
Education 3 52 56

t Data based on ACH (Acute Care Hospital) and CAH (Critical Acces Hospitals) 2024 survey
frozen on June 1, 2025, including 5377 hospitals completed the survey among 5524 National
Healthcare Safety Network-enrolled and active hospitals (97% completion rate).

¥ Data based on ACH (Acute Care Hospital) and CAH (Critical Acces Hospitals) 2025 survey
frozen on June 1, 2026, including 5,430 hospitals completed the survey among 5,571 National
Healthcare Safety Network-enrolled and active hospitals (97% completion rate).




Overall Gains (continued)

* Increased uptake of 24 of 28 Sepsis
Program Priorities from 2024 to 2025

Sepsis Program 2024 Uptake 2025 Uptake Absolute % difference
Priority % (n=5,337)% % (n=

Leadership 1 48

Leadership 2 71 72
Leadership 3 61 62
Leadership 4 57 59
Leadership 5 73 75
Accountability 1 80 82
Accountability 2 75 77
Accountability 3 65 67
Accountability 4 58 60
Accountability 5 33 36
Expertise 1 33 36
Expertise 2 63 65
Expertise 3 64 65
Expertise 4 29 32
Action 1 93 93
Action 2 73 75
Action 3 87 87
Action 4 72 76
Action 5 58 60
Tracking 1 51 54
Tracking 2 79 79
Tracking 3 73 74
Tracking 4 38 42
Tracking 5 69 70
Reporting 1 28 31
Education 1 39 42
Education 2 65 65
Education 3 52 56

t Data based on ACH (Acute Care Hospital) and CAH (Critical Acces Hospitals) 2024 survey
frozen on June 1, 2025, including 5377 hospitals completed the survey among 5524 National
Healthcare Safety Network-enrolled and active hospitals (97% completion rate).

¥ Data based on ACH (Acute Care Hospital) and CAH (Critical Acces Hospitals) 2025 survey
frozen on June 1, 2026, including 5,430 hospitals completed the survey among 5,571 National
Healthcare Safety Network-enrolled and active hospitals (97% completion rate).




Largest Gains in Sepsis Programs

2024 Uptake 2025 Uptake Absolute % difference
Description % (n=5,337)t % (n=
5,430)F

Sepsis Program

Priority

Our hospital has structures and processesin place to
facilitate prompt delivery of antimicrobials.

Tracking 4 Our hospital assesses use, usability, and impact of hospital 38 42
sepsistoolstoinformtheir ongoing improvement, such as
use of sepsis order sets.

Education 3 Our hospital provides written and verbal sepsis educationto 52 56
patients, families, and/or caregivers prior to discharge.




Notable Opportunities for Improvement

Percent of Hospitals with Select Program Priority
2025 NHSN Patient Safety Annual Survey

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%

Physician and nurse leadership 36%

Sepsis coordinator to oversee day-to-day program

s 36%
activities

Support from data management & analytics, information

technology, and quality improvement & patient safety 2%

Reporting of sepsis treatment and outcomes data to
nursing, physician, unit-based, and hospital leadership at
routineintervals

31%

100%




Hospital Sepsis Program Core Elements
Structural Measure

» Assesses uptake of evidence-based
sepsis program best practices described
in the CDC Hospital Sepsis Program Core
Elements

* Facilities receive points based on their
responses to the corresponding Annual
Survey guestions to produce a score out
of 28

* Available now in NHSN Application



Adult Community-onset Sepsis Standardized
Mortality Ratio Outcome Measure

* Provides hospitals with a nationally benchmarked metric of
adult community-onset sepsis mortality outcomes, which can be used
to measure their progress to improving the care of patients with sepsis

* Event determination, exclusions, and risk adjustment based on
a combination of EHR data and Claims data

* |In data pipeline testing with NHSN ColLab partners, early
adopter enrollment to follow



Addressing Sepsis in Other Populations
and Settings

David T. Kuhar, MD

Director, Office of Healthcare Worker Safety
Team lead, Hospital Infection Prevention Team
Prevention and Response Branch

Division of Healthcare Quality Promotion



CDC’s Newest Focus Areas

Long-Term Maternal
Care Sepsis

IEWSE




Protecting Patients on Dialysis

* In outpatient dialysis clinics,
completed a scoping review
reporting current practices, and any
associated gaps regarding sepsis
prevention, recognition, and
escalation for patients receiving
maintenance dialysis

* Provided a CDC TRAIN webinar on
sepsis recognition, risks, and
response in partnership with
Association of State and Territorial
Health Officials (ASTHO)

Ms.Mis a
51-year-old female
with ESKD

on hemodialysis

I T/Th/Sat

for 2 years

100X

more likely to

have a staph

bloodstream
infection

0
I Adults NOT on dialysis Adults on dialysis



https://www.train.org/cdctrain/course/1138278/details
https://www.train.org/cdctrain/course/1138278/details

Protecting Residents in Long-Term Care

e Sepsis Prevention Assessment Tool (SPAT)
launched

- Identifies gaps in sepsis policies, training,
and practices in Nursing Homes that can ek il el
be targeted to improve infection
prevention practices, sepsis recognition, '
and resident outcomes

- Currently working with partners on use %
and refinement of the tool e —

Sepsis Prevention Assessment Tool

B

Sepsis Prevention

BZ
]



https://www.cdc.gov/sepsis/hcp/spat/nh.html
https://www.cdc.gov/sepsis/hcp/spat/nh.html

Protecting Pregnant and Postpartum Women

* Developed and completing
validation of surveillance
definition of maternal sepsis

Protect yourself
with plans to publish and your family |
* Exploring appropriate data frongimpls- ‘ -
sources for estimating national =

maternal sepsis burden using
validated definition




Get Ahead of Sepsis Campaign Update

Nicole Gladden

Health Communication Specialist
Division of Healthcare Quality
Promotion



Protecting Patients is What Matters Most




CDC'’s Get Ahead of Sepsis Campaign
Increases Sepsis Awareness

* Goals
- Prevent and reduce infections that can lead to sepsis
- Optimize healthcare quality and patient safety by raising awareness,
knowledge, and motivating behavior change related to sepsis early
recognition and appropriate treatment among consumer and
healthcare professional (HCP) priority audiences.
* Priority audiences

- Healthcare professionals (HCPs)
- Patients and families GET AH EAD
* Alignment with cross-agency efforts

- Be Antibiotics Aware and C. diff Campaigns o F S E PS I S




Get Ahead of Sepsis Campaign Activities

GET AHEAD

* Materials
* Website OF SEPS'S
* Emails

* Social media
* Earned media

* Partner & Policy
For Nursing Homes

COO rd | N atiO N o ndsockgrns Sepsis is a medical emergency.

\:, Each year, more than §g:Xele]s) children
x in the U.S. CRGLEEEL LD

g More than &:{8]®) children who develop

Aheod of Sepsis Materials

nters for Disease Control and Prevention

2,203,639 followers
imo - ®
New national data from a CDC-funded study published in JAMA show the high
burden of sepsis in U.S. children. The study advances monitoring for pediatric
sepsis, which can improve prevention efforts. Read here: https://bit.ly/3QdB8aH

Sepsis Prevention

e s e g by 3 e e ey ek ey e, 1 g P 1

Notes for the Respondent sepsis die during their hospitalization
= or are discharged to hospice.
GET AHEAD " ,
= i
I EEE— €20 You and 174 others 3 Gomimients - 36 reposts

Materials Social media




Sepsis Awareness Month
2026 Activities

NEW]

* Web updates _—
° Social media medical emergency.

* Adobe Campaign emails ""
* Direct partner outreach m
* Earned and free media Ky S
* Policy engagement

* Partner events

More posts from cdegov

SETAHEAD Learn more at
OF SEPSIS. cde.govisepsis

qb cdegov & « Follow

cdegov @ 10

We're ramping up for Sepsis Awareness

month—areyn u ready? Downl ma and
share more than 30 sepsis educa
ateials from our Ntwmevable

library to help you and your loved ones

get ahead of sepsis:

hitps//wuw.cdc.gov/sepsis/communica

P
tion-resources/indexhtml

®

o safemedtransiic 2
An important reminder as Sepsis
Awareness Month appr

R

NEW

Get Ahead of Sepsis Materials

Web Updates

Social media

Opportunities to Further Strengthen
Sepsis Programs, 2025

Percent of hospitals that report having:

A DA D

Adacicated  Supportfrom Data analytics  Internal data
sepsis anurseand and IT support  reporting &
coordinator physician reviews
leader

@y
(Em it esources on how o optinize sepelsprograms:
B3

1959]  cde.govisepsis

Adobe Campaign emails

...and more!




Other New Communications Activities

CHILDREN J

JAMA

Original Investigation | Caring for the Critically Ill Patient

National Estimates of Pediatric Sepsis in US Hospitals
Using Clinical Data

Chanu Rhee, MD, MPH'2; Fran Balamuth, MD, PhD3; Kevin Dysart, MD, MBI3; et al

» Author Affiliations | Article Information

Hospital Toolkit for Pediatric
Sepsis Event Surveillance

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
3mo - ®

New national data from a CDC-funded study published in JAMA show the high

burden of sepsis in U.S. children. The study advances monitoring for pediatric sepsis.

which can improve prevention efforts. Read here: https://bitly/3QdB8aH

Sepsis is a medical emergency.

Each year, more than §z{eJse) children

inthe u 5. CYIENTIED
g More than children who develop

sepsis die during their hospitalization
or are discharged to hospice.

S mon

3 comments - 36 reposts

GET AHEAD
OF SEPSIS

Pediatric sepsis burden & toolkit /
JAMA paper

NURSING HOMES

Sepsis Prevention
Assessment Tool
For Nursing Homes

Introduction and Background

for improvement #

- COMING SOON  [.secesme

HOSPITALS

Sepsis Core Elements Materials

Sepsis Impacts the U.S. and Our Hospital

Hospitals that use more of the
Sepsis Core Elements have:'

0 Each year, about adults and more than GEIED children

in America develop sepsis =*

+ Lower mortality among
patients with sepsis

e At least €ZIID adults and more than QD children who develop

sepsis die during their hospitalization or are discharged to hospice.*

1n 2018, the total cost of hosptal stays and follow-up nursing care
o for all Medicare patients with sepsis (including fee-for-service and
Medicare Advantage) reached EXEEIEITT ¢

- Improved sepsis management

- Imigved performance in
quality measures, such as
SEP-1

Our Hospital

XX XX $XX

admissions with sepsis each year | principal diagnosis total cost

Hospital Leadership PPT

N )

o Sepsisis the body v
1o death
o Compared to adults o similar age. . hursing et iefectons that
may lead to sepsis if not recogaized early and promptly managed.
o Residents who survived for nd disabi
incluging cogaitive impairment
¥ e sep: eps
o y worsen, -

of care

Notes for the Respondent

o ™ t po
10 sepsis.

*  Responses should refer

;53" AR R
B
Sepsis Prevention Assessment Tool

B
?lh
—

Education Huddle Guide for
Inpatient Frontiine Clinical Staff:
How to Use This Guide

Abaut the Sepeis Care Elaments Huddie Guides

e the it Care e

Huddle Guides


https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2846848
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2846848
https://www.cdc.gov/sepsis/hcp/spat/nh.html

New GAOS Materials

COMING SOON J

Pregnant or
postpartum?

You're at higher risk
of getting an infection,
and that infection
could lead to sepsis.

Social Media GIF

COMING SOON

Receiving
chronic dialysis?

You have a higher
risk of infection, which
can lead to sepsis.

Social Media
Carousel

COMING SOON J

HOSPITAL

Sepsis is an emergency.

Sepais in n very sorices health condition. t can ba deadly
# stara ik an réocten in your Sody. Th misctizn gats

dy camat f
your body ca ot 12 3t o
Secws mee chen olwa mecaons e Lings or ureary
e cam sk s ki e o gt o

Watch for thaso signs and symptoms

of sepsis whan you heve an infoction:

2 vy e «; Fest

) o ) ] hewtbes
705 Fem

A=)

e, chills, o S Troubie
' dngveycid (R brembhing

& e B

GET AHEAD [N Lowtr e ot
or seps)s ERiTey ctc gounermi

Fact Sheet

y. A Visit our New Get Ahead of Sepsis Materials Collection

COMING SOON J

Protect
your patients
from sepsis.

How can | get ahead of sepsis?

Fact Sheet



https://www.cdc.gov/sepsis/communication-resources/index.html

Get Ahead of Sepsis Continues to Make an Impact

Get Ahead of Sepsis Campaign Results

Metrics 2025-2026
Website (Pageviews) May 1, 2025 —June 10, 2026: 492,315
File & Materials September 1, 2025 — August 10, 2026:
(Downloads) 135.9K+

September 1, 2025 — May 2026:
23K+ impressions

Organic Social Media 510 engagements
2.01% average engagement rate
8 posts total

2026:
Adobe Campaign Emails 026
. i 1,165
(Unique Clicks) .
1 email



Partnership in Action: AAP

American Academy of Pediatrics ,@

American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP)

Pediatric Sepsis Checklist for Rapid
Recognition and Immediate Action

* Partnering to strengthen recognition
and management of pediatric sepsis
in schools, communities, and youth === F et
camp settings. e

Q Pale, moutled bl

Project

ECHO

Project ECHO is a
telementoring program
for communities of health
care providers, fostering
an “all learn, all teach”
approach.

* AAP's Extension for Community
Healthcare (ECHO) Program trains
school nurses and primary care
providers on sepsis prevention,
identification, treatment, and return
to school after care.

2-35econds, it may mean
poorbload low:

e
O Non-blanching rashi(does not fade when pressed)

Ifany of identi 9

3. IFSEPSIS SUSPECTI
Call 97/EMS |mimed;

EDIATELY

1t i decreasad alertess

Fact Sheets
GGG



Partnership in Action: HRET

American Hospital Association (AHA)/Health Research &

Educational Trust (HRET)

* Partnering to educate health systems on the Sepsis Core
Elements through the Living Learning Network (LLN), a
dynamic virtual community of members dedicated to
advancing health care and public health.

* Members explore challenges and opportunities in patient

RURAL SEPSIS S safety, quality improvement, infection prevention and
Cﬁeﬁ:ﬂmﬁgggN control, emergency preparedness, rural health and
Successes Through CDC's | more to strengthen systems and improve outcomes across

Sepsis Core Elements

the health care landscape.

AHA'S LIVING LEARNING NETWORK

mﬁ“ L LN ':f;i""‘"z l.liRg‘T

Guide for Rural Healthcare Organizations



https://www.aha.org/system/files/media/file/2026/07/AHA-HRET-LLN-Rural-Sepsis-Care-In-Action-2026_0.pdf

We Need Your Help!

* Help disseminate CDC’s new
resources on your
communication channels,
including:

New data

Fact sheets

Social media

HCP training materials

e Share your stories!
* Send us feedback.

Opportunities to Further Strengthen
Sepsis Programs, 2025

Percent of hospitals that report having:

EEEE

icated 5 DD ortfrom  Data analyti l:s Internal data
sepsi and and T uppor aon ing &
coordmato{ phy!lcl iews
leader

"(} Find resources on how to optimize sepsis programs:
cdc.gov/sepsis

Pregnant or
postpartum?

You're at higher risk
of getting an infection,

and that infection
could lead to sepsis.

Social Media Assets

Sepsis is an emergency.

Sesais in & very sericus heath condition. 1 can ba deadly
P e —— ,.u.,a,v»....s o

your body o st 0 s down
Secwn ot chen lows imiectoms i the ings ot sreary

GET AHEAD [N [r—
o sepa1s Fitd ——— @M

Fact Sheets

HCP Training Materials




Questions?




Sepsis Awareness Month:
Round Robin Updates

All Partners



Thank You!



For more information, contact CDC
1-800-CDC-INFO (232-4636)
TTY: 1-888-232-6348 cdc.gov

The findings and conclusions in this report are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official
position of the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.



https://cdc.gov

	Sepsis Awareness Month
	Slide 1: Sepsis Awareness Month
	Slide 2: Updates in Sepsis Surveillance and Quality Measurement
	Slide 3: Pediatric Sepsis National Estimates
	Slide 4: Hospital Sepsis Program Core Elements
	Slide 5: Hospital Sepsis Program Core Elements (continued)
	Slide 6: 2025 NHSN Annual Survey: What’s New?
	Slide 7: 2025 NHSN Survey Results: Progress & Opportunities
	Slide 8: Hospital Sepsis Committees Increasingly Common
	Slide 9: Overall Gains
	Slide 10: Overall Gains (continued)
	Slide 11: Largest Gains in Sepsis Programs
	Slide 12: Notable Opportunities for Improvement
	Slide 13:    Hospital Sepsis Program Core Elements  Structural Measure
	Slide 14: Adult Community-onset Sepsis Standardized  Mortality Ratio Outcome Measure
	Slide 15: Addressing Sepsis in Other Populations and Settings
	Slide 16: CDC’s Newest Focus Areas
	Slide 17: Protecting Patients on Dialysis
	Slide 18: Protecting Residents in Long-Term Care
	Slide 19: Protecting Pregnant and Postpartum Women
	Slide 20: Get Ahead of Sepsis Campaign Update
	Slide 21: Protecting Patients is What Matters Most
	Slide 22: CDC’s Get Ahead of Sepsis Campaign  Increases Sepsis Awareness
	Slide 23: Get Ahead of Sepsis Campaign Activities
	Slide 24: Sepsis Awareness Month  2026 Activities
	Slide 25: Other New Communications Activities
	Slide 26: New GAOS Materials
	Slide 27: Get Ahead of Sepsis Continues to Make an Impact
	Slide 28: Partnership in Action: AAP
	Slide 29: Partnership in Action: HRET
	Slide 30:  We Need Your Help!
	Slide 31: Questions?
	Slide 32: Sepsis Awareness Month:  Round Robin Updates
	Slide 33: Thank You!
	Slide 34: For more information


