
Small Rodents:

(Negligible Risk)2

e.g., mice, rats, squirrels

Domesticated Animals:

(Low Risk)
Owned dogs, cats, ferrets, 

equids, livestock

High-Risk Vector Species:4

(Risk Varies By Location)5

Bats, raccoons, skunks, foxes (all species), 

mongooses, big cats (lynxes, bobcats, 

mountain lions), coyotes, otters, and beavers

Exposures occurring in 

foreign countries where 

rabies risk is elevated6

PEP rarely indicated
PEP is rarely indicated for 

exposures from these 

animals.

Is the animal currently 

healthy  and available for 

a 10-day post-exposure 

observation?

Yes

Yes

No

Is the animal available 

for rabies testing?

Yes

Did animal test positive 

or indeterminate for 
rabies?

No

PEP not indicated
Discontinue PEP 

under public health 
guidance

No

Yes

Dog, cat6

(High Risk)

Can the animal 
be located?

Yes

High-Risk Vector 

Species  7

(High Risk)

No

No

Animal healthy (alert, 

eating and drinking) after 
10-day post-exposure 

observation?

No

Yes

Can exposed patient 
dependably contact 

animal owner after 10 
days to establish if  

animal is healthy?

Did an exposure to rabies v irus potentially  occur?
- Patient bitten or scratched by a mammal (animal with fur)?

- Patient's open wound, broken skin, or mucous membrane contacted saliva or central nervous system tissue from a mammal?

- Is there potential for direct, physical contact between the patient and a bat?

PEP not 

indicated
No

NOTES: Healthcare providers should follow local and state regulations for reporting suspect rabies exposures, even if  the 

below algorithm indicates that rabies post-exposure prophylaxis (PEP) is not recommended. Consult local public health 

resources or contact your public health department for assistance.

Severe exposures may require immediate public health consultation and immediate initiation of PEP (e.g. multiple bite wounds, 
exposure to the head or neck).1

1. A patient should be immediately assessed for rabies- related care if  they had severe exposures, such as multiple bite wounds or exposures to the head and neck: Clinical Overview of Rabies | CDC
2.Rabies is rare in small rodents, but if  the small rodent was showing signs of neurologic disease, contact public health for further assessment. See: Rabies in Rodents and Lagomorphs in the USA, 2011-20. 
3.Charniga Rabies Risk Tool, for more considerations (such as animal vaccination history and behavior) when assessing the need for PEP see: Clinical Screening for Rabies PEP | CDC.
4.Rabies surveillance in the United States during 2024. 
5. The degree of risk can change by location and public health off icials familiar with local rabies risks should be consulted as part of the risk assessment. 
6.Rabies Status by Country | CDC 
7. For more information on high risk species internationally, see: Global Rabies Map | CDC and Boutelle et al. (2025), Scientific Reports.
8.Exposures to non-human primates and small rodents rarely necessitate PEP. Macaques may require further public health evaluation for B virus.

Is the animal available 
for rabies testing?

PEP likely indicated
Contact public health 

immediately for further 
assessment.

No

Yes

PEP indicated
Contact public health 
immediately for further 

assessment.

PEP likely indicated
Contact public health 

immediately for further 
assessment.

Animal healthy (alert, 
eating and drinking) 

after 10-day 
post-exposure 

observation?

Other Mammals:

For exposures involving 

wildlife not addressed 

here, consult your public 

health department 

regarding PEP 

recommendations.3
Other Mammals8

e.g., mammals in 

captive/tourist settings

PEP rarely indicated
Contact public health 

for further assessment.

Yes
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