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2026 NHSN ANNUAL TRAINING 

 

SCWC4931 

 

 

AGENDA  
Date & Time Title Presenter 

March 17, 2026 12:35 PM Diving Deep into SSI Surveillance Melisssa Otis, BSN, RN is a 

Nurse Infection Prevention 

Consultant with the Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention 

(CDC) Division of Healthcare 

Quality Promotion (DHQP), 

Surveillance Branch where she is 

a member of the National 

Healthcare Safety Network 

(NHSN) Protocol and Training 

Team.  

Rita Allen, BSN, RN, CIC is a 

Nurse Infection Prevention 

Consultant with the Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention 

(CDC) Division of Healthcare 

Quality Promotion (DHQP), 

Surveillance Branch (SB), where 

she is a member of the National 

Healthcare Safety Network 

(NHSN) Protocol and Training 

Team. 

Denise Leaptrot, 

SM/BSMT(ASCP), CIC is an 

Infection 

Preventionist/Epidemiologist 

with the Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention’s (CDC) 

Division of Healthcare Quality 
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Promotion (DHQP) Surveillance 

Branch (SB) where she is a 

member of the National 

Healthcare Safety Network 

(NHSN) Protocol and Training 

Team. 

Samantha Holton, MPHTM, CIC is 

an Infection Preventionist/Public 

Health Analyst for CACI Inc., a 

contractor for the National 

Healthcare Safety Network 

(NHSN), within the Surveillance 

Branch of the Division of 

Healthcare Quality and 

Promotion at the Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention 

(CDC). 

March 19, 2026 12:15 PM Bacteremia and Fungemia 

Surveillance Module 

Kristi Betz, MD, PhD is a physician 

and the Measure Development and 

Validation Unit Lead for 

Surveillance Branch/National 

Healthcare Safety Network (NHSN) 

in the Division of Healthcare Quality 

Promotion at CDC. 

Robyn, Harte, MPS, BS is a public 

health data analyst with Lantana 

Consulting Group, a contractor for 

the NHSN Acute Care Analytics 

Team (ACAT) in the Division of 

Healthcare Quality Promotion at 

CDC. 

Jennifer Donnelly, BS, MPH is a 

Public Health Analyst with CACI for 

the National Healthcare Safety 

Network (NHSN) in the Division of 

Healthcare Quality Promotion at 

the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention (CDC). 

Marissa McMeen, MPH, MLS 

(ASCP), CIC, FAPIC is a Public Health 
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Analyst/Infection Preventionist 

with Lantana Consulting Group, a 

contractor for the National 

Healthcare Safety Network (NHSN), 

within the Surveillance Branch of 

the Division of Healthcare Quality 

Promotion at Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention (CDC). 

 

1:55 PM VAE, PedVAE, and case studies - 

Ventilator-Associated Event 

(VAE): Surveillance Guidelines 

and Protocol Application 2026 

Samantha Holton, MPHTM, CIC is 

an Infection Preventionist/Public 

Health Analyst for CACI Inc., a 

contractor for the National 

Healthcare Safety Network (NHSN), 

within the Surveillance Branch of 

the Division of Healthcare Quality 

and Promotion at the Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention 

(CDC). 

Emily Witt, MPH is a Public Health 

Analyst with CACI, a contractor for 

the National Healthcare Safety 

Network (NHSN) Protocol and 

Training Team, within the 

Surveillance Branch of the Division 

of Healthcare Quality Promotion at 

the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention (CDC). 

3:25 PM Pediatric Ventilator-Associated 

Event (PedVAE): Surveillance 

Guidelines and Protocol 

Application 2026 

Samantha Holton, MPHTM, CIC is 

an Infection Preventionist/Public 

Health Analyst for CACI Inc., a 

contractor for the National 

Healthcare Safety Network (NHSN), 

within the Surveillance Branch of 

the Division of Healthcare Quality 

and Promotion at the Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention 

(CDC). 

Emily Witt, MPH is a Public Health 

Analyst with CACI, a contractor for 

the National Healthcare Safety 
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Network (NHSN) Protocol and 

Training Team, within the 

Surveillance Branch of the Division 

of Healthcare Quality Promotion at 

the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention (CDC). 

 

Instructions for Obtaining Continuing Education (CE) 
 

To receive continuing education (CE) for WC4931 – 2026 Annual NHSN Virtual 
Training], please visit CDC TRAIN and search for the course in the Course Catalog 
using WC4931- 03172026. Follow the steps below by April 26, 2026.   
 

1. Register for and complete the course. 
2. Pass the post-assessment at 80%. 
3. Complete the evaluation. 
4. Visit Your Learning to access your certificates and transcript. 

 
The registration code is PSCAT2026. 

 

 

OBJECTIVES  

 
1. Describe the surveillance methods for healthcare-associated events reported in the 
NHSN Patient Safety Component   
2. Describe the surveillance methods for healthcare-associated events reported NHSN 
Outpatient Procedure Component   
3. Explain NHSN data analysis options for healthcare-associated infections reported in 
NHSN    
4. Identify best practices for antibiotic surveillance using NHSN   
5. Describe the importance of interprofessional collaboration in healthcare-associated 
infection surveillance and reporting  

 

CE Origination Date: March 17, 2026 

CE Expiration Date: March 19, 2026 

 

ACCREDITATION STATEMENTS:  

 

CNE: The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention designates this activity for (8.0) 

nursing contact hours. 

 

https://www.train.org/cdctrain/welcome
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CEU: The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention is authorized by IACET to offer 

(0.8) CEU's for this program. 

For Certified Public Health Professionals (CPH) 

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention is a pre-approved provider of Certified 
in Public Health (CPH) recertification credits and is authorized to offer (9.0) CPH 
recertification credits for this program. 

DISCLOSURE: In compliance with continuing education requirements, all planners and 
presenters/moderators must disclose all financial relationships, in any amount, with 
ineligible companies over the previous 24 months as well as any use of unlabeled 
product(s) or products under investigational use.    
 

 

CDC, our planners, and presenters/moderators wish to disclose they have no financial 

relationship(s) with ineligible companies whose primary business is producing, marketing, 

selling, re-selling, or distributing healthcare products used by or on patients.    
 

All of the relevant financial relationships listed for these individuals have been 

mitigated. 

 

Presentations will not include any discussion of the unlabeled use of a product or a 

product under investigational use.  

CDC did not accept financial or in-kind support from ineligible companies for this 

continuing education activity.  

 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) complies with applicable 

Federal civil rights laws and does not discriminate based on race, color, national origin, 

age, disability, religion, or sex. To learn more visit: https://www.hhs.gov/civil-rights/for-

individuals/nondiscrimination/index.html.  

 

 

FEES: There are no fees for CE.   

 

 

https://www.hhs.gov/civil-rights/for-individuals/nondiscrimination/index.html
https://www.hhs.gov/civil-rights/for-individuals/nondiscrimination/index.html

