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National Center for Health Statistics

• One of 13 principal federal statistical agencies

• Nation's principal statistical agency for health

• Mission: To provide timely, relevant statistical 
information that can be used to guide actions 
and policies to improve the health of the 
American people

• Part of the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention since 1987

https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/


CDC's Data Modernization Initiative is a 
critical component of CDC Moving Forward 
and is the first-ever unified approach for 
modernizing public health. It calls for ways 
to provide faster, more actionable data 
and insights for decision-making at all 
levels of public health. 

DQS Supports CDC Moving Forward



DQS Target Audiences

• Academics, researchers, scientists

• Community leaders and policymakers 

• Federal agencies

• General public

• Public health professionals



Current Sources and Data Years

1999 to 2021 2000 to 2021 1988-1994 to 
2017-March 2020

1984 to 2023 1975 to 2021

National Health 
Care Surveys National Health 

and Nutrition 
Examination Survey

National Health 
Interview 

Survey

National Vital 
Statistics System

Health, 
United States

External sources in Health, United States: American Dental Association, American Hospital Association



Enterprise Focused

NCHS has many 
sources of health 

data with 
different access 

points

DQS centralizes 
access to health 
data from NCHS 

and other sources



Strengths

• More than 120 health topics from multiple data systems

• Pre-tabulated summary estimates, not microdata

• Diverse sociodemographic and intersectional data

• Titles, sources, and methodological data dynamically change with 
user selections

• Flexible, responsive application that can be continually adapted 
based on user interests and selections 



NCHS Data Query System

DQS
Demonstration

Back up slides to live demo

Visit DQS at: 
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/dataquery/index.htm

Email the DQS team:
dqs@cdc.gov

Subscribe to get the latest info at: 
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/products/nchs_listservs.htm

https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/dataquery/index.htm
mailto:dqs@cdc.gov
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/products/nchs_listservs.htm


Interface Overview
Open-source code for the front-end application: 
https://github.com/CDCgov/nchs-dqs

https://github.com/CDCgov/nchs-dqs


Advanced Topic Selection



Topic, Group, and Subgroup Selectors



Time Periods: Trends



Time Periods: Single Period



Time Periods: Chart View



Time Periods: Table View



Information on Methodology



Integration with data.cdc.gov



Integration 
with 
data.cdc.gov



Map View



Health Topics



Home Page



Home Page



• Data users want online, interactive, 
flexible tools

• DQS is easy to access, and searches are 
customizable

• Data users don't want to search on 
multiple sites for health estimates

• Data sources use different labels for the 
same concept and collect information on 
similar topics

• DQS contains thousands of estimates on 
various topics

• DQS harmonizes descriptions for 
identical concepts and distinguishes 
when they differ

• Data users have different levels of 
understanding about statistical concepts

• DQS provides detailed information about 
topics, sources, and estimates

Challenge Solution



DQS Summary

• Easy, centralized access to over 120 health topics from NCHS and 
other data sources

• Focus on health topics or specific population groups with dropdowns 
and filtering tool

• Visualize precision and other statistical information of estimates as 
well as dynamic methodological and source information

• One-click downloads of charts, graphs, and tables based on selections 
or access all estimates and their metadata via data.cdc.gov



DQS Next Steps

• New data and health topics 
added on a rolling basis

• New features added and 
existing functionality 
optimized on an ongoing 
basis



NCHS Data Query System

Q&A

Visit DQS at: 
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/dataquery/index.htm

Email the DQS team:
dqs@cdc.gov

Subscribe to get the latest info at: 
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/products/nchs_listservs.htm

https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/dataquery/index.htm
mailto:dqs@cdc.gov
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/products/nchs_listservs.htm


For more information, contact CDC
1-800-CDC-INFO (232-4636)
TTY:  1-888-232-6348    www.cdc.gov

The findings and conclusions in this report are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official position of the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention.

http://www.cdc.gov
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