T Checking

Color Contrast

Checking color contrast is an important part of 508 compliance. High- Guest Author
contrast color combinations are easier to read. Low color contrast can
cause people to miss important information or strain their eyes to read This week’s tip was
your content, especially in high-glare or bright environments. One of the written by Michelle
easiest ways to check is with the Color Contrast Analyzer. Natale, NCEH/ATSDR’s
508 expert.
How to Use the Color Contrast Analyzer . :_
.
“ :
1. Go to the Color Contrast Analyzer site and download "‘ E
it. Open the tool and your document and have them Coourconvez Anaper Cod B e pemcencnt® =

both visible at the same time.

2. To test your foreground or text color, click on the
eyedropper (dotted red arrow). Then drag it to your
document, hover it over the color you want to test,
and click again. Then click on the background color

eyedropper and do the same with the background
color.

3. As you can see, black text on a white background

passes the color contrast test. It has a 21:1 contrast
ratio.

To be 508-compliant, the ratio must be at least
4.5:1.

4, i your colors don’t pass the test, you can use the

Foreground colour ‘black)

Background colour (white)

rgh(255, 255, 255)

¥ Sample preview

example text showing contrast I]D\h:

ontrast ratio
211

(&) Pass (regular text) (@) Pass (large text)

P 1.4.6 Contrast (Enhanced) (AAA)

@) Pass (regular text) @ Pass (large text)

P 1.4.11 Non-text Contrast (AA)

(@) Pass (Ul components and graphical objects)

WCAG 2.1 results

» 1.4.3 Contrast (Minimum) (AA)

sliding bar (dotted purple arrow). You can slide the bar to change the colors and watch the
contrast ratio change (see below). When you find colors that pass the test, you can put those

colors into your document.


https://www.tpgi.com/color-contrast-checker/

Colour Contrast Analyser (CCA)
Colour Contrast Analyser (CCA) Edit View Development

Foreground colour

HSL | HSV

(J Synchronize colour values

Background colour

HSL = HSV

() Synchronize colour values
Red

—— 154
Gletl  en— 112
Blue — 64

¥ Sample preview

WCAG 2.1 results Contrastratio
1.9:1

» 1.4.3 Gontrast (Minimum) (AA)

€ Fail (regular text) € Fail (large text)

» 1.4.6 Contrast (Enhanced) (AAA)

 Fail (regular text) € Fail (large text)

» 1.4.11 Non-text Contrast (AA)

€ Fail (Ul components and graphical objects)

Colour Contrast Analyser (CCA)

Colour Contrast Analyser (CCA) Edit View Development

Foreground colour

rgb(135, 11, 156)

HSL | HSV

[)Synchronize colour values

Red — 132

Green @ 1
Alpha 096
Background colour

rgb(213, 255, 64)

P
HSL | HSV

() Synchronize colour values

Red 213
Green 255
Blue — 64
‘v Sample preview

o N,
example text showing contrast  [lnp}
WCAG 2.1 results Contrast ratio
7.1:1
> 1.4.3 Contrast (Minimum) (AA)
@) Pass (regular text) @ Pass (large text)
» 1.4.6 Contrast (Enhanced) (AAA)
(@) Pass (regular text) (@) Pass (large text)

> 1.4.11 Non-text Contrast (AA)

@ Pass (Ul components and graphical objects)

Disclaimer: This article is not an official endorsement of the Color Contrast Analyzer by CDC.
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