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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 
CENTERS FOR DISEASE CONTROL AND PREVENTION 

World Trade Center Health Program – Scientific/Technical Advisory Committee 
2024 

 
CHAIR 
Elizabeth M. Ward, Ph.D. 
Captain (retired) 
Commissioned Corps of the U.S. Public Health Service 
Asheville, NC 
Term: 3/18/2022 – 9/30/2025 
 
DESIGNATED FEDERAL OFFICER 
Tania Carreón-Valencia, Ph.D., M.S. 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
 
MEMBERS 
John Comiskey, Ed.D.  
Associate Professor of Homeland Security 
Department of Criminal Justice 
Monmouth University 
West Long Branch, NJ 
Term: 3/7/2022 – 9/30/2025 
 
Joanna Gaitens, Ph.D., M.S.N./M.P.H., R.N.  
Assistant Professor  
Division of Occupational and Environmental Medicine  
University of Maryland School of Medicine 
Term: 3/8/2022 – 9/30/2025 
 
Mridu Gulati, M.D., M.P.H.  
Associate Professor 
Department of Medicine 
Yale University School of Medicine 
Term: 3/29/2022 – 9/30/2025 
 
Thomas Hart 
President 
International Union of Operating Engineers - Local 94 
New Fairfield, CT  
Term: 3/18/2024 – 9/30/2027 
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MEMBERS 
Mariama James 
Co-Chair 
Manhattan Community Board 1   
Quality of Life Committee   
WTCHP Survivors Steering Committee  
New York, NY 
Term: 10/1/2020 – 3/29/2025 
 
Anita Jose, Ph.D.  
Director 
Child Welfare Programs  
Department of Psychiatry & Behavioral Sciences  
Montefiore Medical Center  
Bronx, NY 
Term: 10/2/2020 – 3/29/2025  
 
Indrina Dalal Kanth 
Chief of Staff 
Rocky Mountain Prep 
Denver, CO 
Term: 3/28/2022 – 9/30/2025 
 
Alya Khan, M.D., M.S., F.A.C.O.E.M.  
Public Health Medical Officer III 
California Department of Public Health 
Associate Clinical Professor 
University of California, Irvine 
Irvine, CA 
Term: 3/18/2024 – 9/30/2027 
 
Michael D. Larrañaga, Ph.D., F.A.I.H.A., P.E., C.I.H., C.S.P. 
Managing Principal, President, and Co-Founder  
Risk Engineering and Management    
Dallas, TX 
Term: 10/1/2020 – 3/29/2025 
 
Michele Marcus, Ph.D., M.P.H. 
Professor 
Departments of Epidemiology and Environmental Health, and Pediatrics 
Emory University  
Atlanta, GA  
Term: 3/15/2024 – 9/30/2027 
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MEMBERS 
Steven Markowitz, M.D., Dr.PH. 
Professor and Director  
Barry Commoner Center for Health and the Environment 
Queens College, City University of New York 
Professor  
CUNY School of Public Health 
Term: 3/9/2022 – 9/30/2025 
 
Jason W. Ostrowe, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor 
Borough of Manhattan Community College 
New York, NY 
Term: 10/1/2020 – 3/29/2025    
 
Aarti B. Surti, M.D., M.H.C.D.S. 
Associate Medical Director 
Oscar Center 
Oscar Health 
Brooklyn, NY 
Term: 10/5/2020 – 3/29/2025  
 
Glenn Talaska, Ph.D., CIH 
Professor Emeritus and Past interim Chair 
Department of Environmental and Public Health Sciences 
University of Cincinnati College of Medicine 
Cincinnati, OH 
Term: 3/8/2022 – 9/30/2025 


