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Love them. Protect them. Immunize them.

Working together with Vaccination Week in the Americas

Vaccination: an act of love






A challenge to providers—with gratitude—from 
Assistant Surgeon General Dr. Anne Schuchat
This letter begins with what is normally my conclusion: an appreciative thank you. Thank you for being the link between public health and individuals. Thank you for putting high standards into practice every day, for caring about your patients, and for pursuing immunization goals. Thank you for doing your part to help reduce childhood morbidity and mortality in this country. 

While I sincerely applaud each of you for enacting unnoticed, routine miracles every day—immunizing your patients—I must also ask you again to face new challenges. In an era where most people, including providers, have never seen a case of measles, have never watched kids in the neighborhood die from whooping cough, have never pulled their children out of camps or school for fear of polio, we take the benefits of vaccines for granted. 

We must not become complacent as approximately one million children in this country aren’t fully immunized by age two. This under-immunization leaves our children and communities at-risk for vaccine-preventable diseases which could lead to outbreaks of pertussis, or clusters of varicella, or pockets of mumps. While the occurrence of most vaccine preventable diseases is declining; we have seen resurgence of pertussis cases. In 2006, there were over 15,000 cases of pertussis reported. Four doses of DTaP are recommended before the age of two to protect children against pertussis. But, as you know, getting kids in for that fourth dose of DTaP at fifteen months can be challenging. Many healthcare providers are offering parents the chance to use sick visits with mild illness as an opportunity for immunization. We have also heard from providers who make sure new dads and moms get their pertussis boosters before they take their newborns home from the hospital. Are you reminding parents and pre-teens to get a pertussis booster to protect their health and the health of vulnerable newborns and infants? Join your colleagues and the CDC April 19-26, 2008, as we share vaccination strategies, tips, and educational activities to keep infants safe and healthy during National Infant Immunization Week (NIIW). 
Consider this week an opportunity to spread the word and educate your patients about the importance of timely immunization. Resources are available from CDC online at www.cdc.gov/vaccines to provide you with current immunization recommendations, patient communication and education resources, and proven strategies to increase immunization rates, including recall/reminder systems that can work for your office. 

Research has demonstrated what we already knew: providers are the single biggest influences for parents when making immunization decisions. You are vital in the protection of your patients and your community. Every year, vaccinations save billions of dollars and prevent countless deaths and immeasurable suffering. You are a part of this immense achievement. I have gratitude for all you have done, and confidence that you will continue to be a crucial part of our ongoing success against vaccine-preventable diseases. 

Note: National Infant Immunization Week (NIIW), April 19-26, 2008, is an annual observance established 14 years ago by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention to remind parents, health professionals, and the public that children deserve a healthy start to life by immunizing them against vaccine-preventable diseases. Hundreds of educational activities and media events are expected to take place nationwide to celebrate and promote this important issue. The theme for this year’s campaign is Love them. Protect them. Immunize them. For more immunization information visit www.cdc.gov/vaccines  or call 1-800-CDC-INFO.

[image: image1.jpg]