
   

    

 

 

 

 

                 

       

                    

       

                 

                 

      

       

    
                  

     

                    

                  

     

                    

                   

                  

     

Unders anding  he Numbers: 

Provisional Dea h Coun s and COVID-19 

Provisional death counts deliver the most comprehensive picture of lives lost to COVID-19. These estimates are based on 
incoming death certificates, which are the most reliable source of death data and contain information not available anywhere 
else, including information about the place of death, other causes that contributed to the death, and race and ethnicity. 

How it wo ks 
The Na ional Cen er for Heal h S a is ics (NCHS) uses da a from dea h cer ifica es, which are sen   o NCHS daily,  o 

produce provisional COVID-19 dea h coun s. These include deaths occu  ing within the 50 states, the Dist ict of Columbia, 

and Pue to Rico.  

NCHS also provides summaries  ha  examine dea hs in specific ca egories and in grea er geographic de ail, such as deaths 

by county o  by  ace and Hispanic o igin. 

COVID-19 dea hs are iden ified using a new ICD–10 code. When COVID-19 is  epo ted as a cause of death – o  when it is 

listed as a “p obable” o  “p esumed” cause – anywhe e on the death ce tificate, the death is coded as U07.1. This can 

include cases with o  without labo ato y confi mation.  

Why these numbe s a e diffe ent than counts f om othe  sou ces 
P ovisional death counts may not match counts f om othe  sou ces, such as media  epo ts o  numbe s f om county health 

depa tments. Ou  counts often t ack 1-2 weeks behind othe  data because: 

• Dea h cer ifica es  ake  ime  o be comple ed. The e a e many steps to filling out and submitting a death ce tificate. 

Waiting fo test  esults can c eate additional delays. 

• S a es repor a differen ra es. Cu  ently, 63% of all U.S. deaths a e  epo ted to NCHS within 10 days of the date of 

death, but the e is significant va iation between states. 

• I  akes ex ra  ime  o code COVID-19 dea hs. While 80% of death  eco ds a e p ocessed and coded elect onically at 

NCHS within minutes, most deaths f om COVID-19 cannot be coded elect onically and must be coded by a pe son, 

which takes an ave age of 7 days. 

• O her repor ing sys ems use differen defini ions or me hods for coun ing dea hs. 

Things to know about the data 
Provisional coun s are no final and are subjec  o change. Counts f om p evious weeks a e continually  evised as mo e 

 eco ds a e  eceived and p ocessed. 

Provisional da a are no ye comple e. Counts will not include all deaths that occu  ed du ing a given time pe iod, especially 

fo mo e  ecent pe iods. Howeve , the completeness of the data can be estimated by examining the ave age numbe of 

deaths  epo ted in p evious yea s. 

Dea h coun s should no be compared across s a es. Some states  epo t deaths to NCHS on a daily basis, while othe states 

 epo t deaths weekly o monthly. State vital  eco d  epo ting may also be affected o delayed by COVID-19  esponse activities. 

To view the p ovisional death counts o fo  mo e detailed technical info mation, visit ou P ovisional Death Counts fo  

Co onavi us Disease (COVID-19) page. 




