
Data Brief 396. Secondhand Smoke Exposure Among Nonsmoking Adults: United States, 2015–2018

Data table for Figure 1. Percentage of secondhand smoke 
exposure among nonsmoking adults, by sex and age: 
United States, 2015–2018

Sex and age Percent Standard error

All
18 and over 20.8 1.2
18–39 25.6 1.4
40–59 19.1 1.7
60 and over 17.6 1.4

Men
18 and over 20.8 1.7
18–39 25.0 2.4
40–59 18.8 2.4
60 and over 18.7 2.3

Women
18 and over 20.7 1.0
18–39 26.0 1.5
40–59 19.3 1.5
60 and over 16.7 1.3

NOTE: Secondhand smoke is defined as serum cotinine levels of 0.05–10.00 ng/mL. 

SOURCE: National Center for Health Statistics, National Health and Nutrition Examination 
Survey, 2015–2018.

https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/products/databriefs/db396.htm


Data Brief 396. Secondhand Smoke Exposure Among Nonsmoking Adults: United States, 2015–2018

Data table for Figure 2. Percentage of secondhand smoke 
exposure among nonsmoking adults, by sex and race and 
Hispanic origin: United States, 2015–2018

Sex and race and Hispanic origin Percent Standard error

All
Non-Hispanic white 18.4 1.5
Non-Hispanic black 39.7 1.9
Non-Hispanic Asian 20.9 1.8
Hispanic 17.2 1.1

Men
Non-Hispanic white 18.8 2.2
Non-Hispanic black 38.4 2.9
Non-Hispanic Asian 20.2 2.1
Hispanic 18.1 1.7

Women
Non-Hispanic white 18.1 1.3
Non-Hispanic black 40.5 2.1
Non-Hispanic Asian 21.4 2.3
Hispanic 16.4 1.5

NOTES: Secondhand smoke is defined as serum cotinine levels of 0.05–10.00 ng/mL. Only 
persons reporting a single race are included.

SOURCE: National Center for Health Statistics, National Health and Nutrition Examination 
Survey, 2015–2018.

https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/products/databriefs/db396.htm


Data Brief 396. Secondhand Smoke Exposure Among Nonsmoking Adults: United States, 2015–2018

Data table for Figure 3. Percentage of secondhand smoke 
exposure among nonsmoking adults, by education and income: 
United States, 2015–2018

Characteristic Percent Standard error

Education
Less than high school 27.3 2.4
High school graduate or GED 29.5 1.8
Some college or more 16.8 1.1

Family income
Less than 100% FPL 35.1 2.9
100% to less than 200% FPL 30.2 1.9
200% to less than 400% FPL 21.1 1.7
At or above 400% FPL 11.8 1.4

NOTES: Secondhand smoke is defined as serum cotinine levels of 0.05–10.00 ng/mL. FPL is 
federal poverty level.

SOURCE: National Center for Health Statistics, National Health and Nutrition Examination 
Survey, 2015–2018.

https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/products/databriefs/db396.htm


Data Brief 396. Secondhand Smoke Exposure Among Nonsmoking Adults: United States, 2015–2018

Data table for Figure 4. Trends in the percentage of secondhand 
smoke exposure among nonsmoking adults: United States, 
2009–2018 

Survey years Percent Standard error

2009–2010 27.7 1.4
2011–2012 22.1 1.3
2013–2014 22.4 1.9
2015–2016 20.8 1.8
2017–2018 20.7 1.5

NOTE: Secondhand smoke is defined as serum cotinine levels of 0.05–10.00 ng/mL. 

SOURCE: National Center for Health Statistics, National Health and Nutrition Examination 
Survey, 2009–2018.

https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/products/databriefs/db396.htm
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