Qualitative Epidemiological Questions


	[bookmark: _GoBack]Person-related Characteristics

	· What are the cases’ ages, sex, and occupations? 
· What did cases eat and drink in the hours before they became ill?
· Any common foods or beverages among cases? 
· If there were any common foods or beverages, where were they from? For example, were they purchased in a store or home grown?
· Did cases eat anything (or more of anything) compared to family members or friends/classmates/coworkers? If so, is any of the food still available?
· Were fruits and vegetables washed before eaten?  
· Did cases report eating anything that had an unusual taste or odor?  If so, what did it taste or smell like?
· Where did the water the cases drank come from? If water is not piped into the home, what is it hauled in?
· Did cases consume or use any traditional medicines, folk/herbal remedies, or nutritional supplements or ointments? If so, is any of the product still available?
· What activities did cases do in the hours leading to illness?
· If the cases are primarily children, where did they play?
· If the cases are primarily adults, where do they work? 
· Any recollection of bites or stings before illness?
· Did cases use insect repellents lotions/sprays/ointment in the hours preceding illness? If yes, what type, and how much was applied?
· Where were these products purchased? 
· Is any of the product still available?
· What do you think made you (or others) sick?







	Place-related Characteristics

	· Where did cases spend their time in the hours preceding illness?
· Did the cases spend time in any areas that were different from other family members/friends/co-workers? 
· Where do cases live?
· Any geographic clustering?
· Are there any known poisonous animals, insects, reptiles, plants in the area?
· Have there been any unusual animal deaths in the area?

	
Questions for Farming Region
· Are there any new plants or weeds growing in the area?
· What pesticides and other chemicals (such as rodenticides or other agricultural chemicals) are applied here?
· When are these pesticides applied?
· How are pesticides applied? For example, are they sprayed, applied by hand, etc. Can you show me how you apply the pesticide?
· Who applies the pesticides?
· Where are the pesticides purchased?
· How are pesticides stored?
· Have any new pesticides or chemicals been applied recently? 






	Time-related Characteristics

	· What day and time did the case become ill?
· Is there any clustering by time?
· Was there anything unusual about the day when the case became ill? If the case became ill in the morning, was there anything unusual about the previous day?








	Illness-related Characteristics

	· Describe the timeline of the illness.  Which symptoms were noticed first, then second, then third, etc.?  How much time elapsed between them? Did all cases have the same or similar order of symptom progression?
· Did the cases have fever as an early sign or symptom of the illness?
· Were any medicines used during the treatment?
· When were they used, and in what amount?
· How did the patient respond?
· Any preeminent or long term health effects after recovery or hospital discharge (such as numbness or rashes)? 
· For fatal cases, what was the exact cause of death (cardiac arrest, respiratory failure, brain death, cerebral herniation, sepsis)?







	Toxic Agent-related Questions

	· What toxic agents are here that people could be exposed to?
· How might people come into contact with these toxic agents (food, water, etc.)? 
· What are potential routes of exposure (ingestion, inhalation, etc.)?
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